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Westport Country Playhouse Stages Pulitzer Prize-winning Play
“Primary Trust” from April 14 — May 2

A New York Times Critic’s Pick, the touching, humorous, and inventive play
explores the power of kindness and connections.

Westport Country Playhouse will stage the 2024 Pulitzer Prize-winning play, “Primary Trust,” a gentle and
inspiring exploration of friendship, courage, and new beginnings, from April 14 through May 2, the fourth in
the Playhouse’s 2025-26 Season of six works. Selected as a Critic’s Pick by The New York Times,
“Primary Trust” is written by Eboni Booth and directed by Logan Vaughn. With subtle humor and emotional
depth, the play examines the importance of human connection, the power of kindness, and the essential
trust needed to navigate life's changes.

“As a recent Pulitzer Prize-winning play and one of the most celebrated new works in modern American
theatre, ‘Primary Trust’ has resonated with audiences across the country,” said Mark Shanahan, Playhouse
artistic director. “There’s a good reason this work has been so widely embraced. It's a play about kindness
and healing - exactly the kind of story we need to hear right now. Filled with heart, humor, and vibrant small-
town characters, it's a play that will linger long after the curtain falls.”

“Primary Trust” centers on Kenneth, a lonely 38-year-old man living in the small town of Cranberry, New
York. Kenneth is something of a failure to launch, never quite stepping into full independence or adult
responsibility. A creature of habit, he spends every evening sipping mai tais at the local tiki bar with Bert, his
best friend — who happens to be imaginary. When Kenneth is suddenly laid off from his lifelong job in a
bookstore, his world is upended. Facing a reality he's long avoided, Kenneth is forced to leave the comfort of
his imagination and learn to trust beyond the barstool. He musters courage to take a new job at the Primary
Trust Bank with transformative, and even sweetly comical, results.

“This uplifting, wonderfully moving story of friendship, community, and resilience to overcome challenges is
directed by the visionary Logan Vaughn and brought to life by an accomplished cast and a stunning visual
design that will light up the Playhouse stage in unexpected ways,” said Shanahan.

The four-member cast includes Jasminn Johnson as Corrina/Wally’s Waiter/Bank Customers (Broadway:
“Ain't No Mo”; Off-Broadway: “Nina,” “The Slow Dance,” “Blues for an Alabama Sky”; Regional: “Crumbs
from the Table of Joy,” “Tornado Tastes like Aluminum Sting,” “Blues for an Alabama Sky” - Berkshire
Theater Award Nominee, “Twelfth Night”; TV/Film: "Motherland,” "The Equalizer,” "The Politician"; Training:
Juilliard; Greg Stuhr as Clay/Sam/Le Pousselet Bartender (Broadway and Netflix: “Good Night, and Good
Luck” with George Clooney; Other Broadway: “The Minutes,” “Fish in the Dark,” “November,” “Taller Than a
Dwarf,” “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”; Film/Television: “The Night Agent,” “Power Book III:
Raising Kanan,” co-writer/director of “The American Side,” co-creator/writer of the pilot “Luba’s Lot”);
Alphonso Walker Jr. as Kenneth (Broadway: “Pass Over,” “The Skin of Our Teeth”; TV: “Chicago PD,” “Law
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& Order,” “Power Book II: Ghost,” “Blue Bloods,” “The Equalizer,” “East New York,” “Wu-Tang: An American
Saga.”; degree in psychology with a special interest in motivational speaking; actor, producer, and writer
from Buffalo, NY; Instagram: @awalkerjr); and Lance Coadie Williams as Bert (Broadway: Pulitzer Prize
winner “Sweat,” “Kiss Me Kate”; Off-Broadway: “Chiaroscuro,” “The Refuge Plays,” “Black Odyssey,” “War,”
“Shows for Days,” “Sweat,” “BootyCandy” - Obie Award; Regional: Baltimore Center Stage, Wilma Theatre,
Studio Theatre, Everyman Theatre, Woolly Mammoth; Film/Television: “The Good Fight.” “Elementary,”
“High Maintenance,” “The Wire”; Education: BFA, SUNY Purchase, Baltimore School for the Arts).

Director Logan Vaughn is a New York-based director and writer who blends her talents in both film and
theater. Most recently, her short film, “Benny & James,” was awarded LGBTQ Film of the Year at the Los
Angeles Indie Short Fest and Best SAG Indie at the 19th Annual Oscar-Qualifying HollyShorts Film Festival.
“Benny & James” premiered at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival where it received the Jury Award for Best
LGBTQ+ Short Film at The American Pavilion, and Vaughn was also awarded Best Director in the Diversity
at Cannes Short Film Showcase, along with Best Cinematography and Best Cast. As a theater director,
Vaughn has worked with The Public Theater, MCC Theater, and many more. Vaughn was a Director in
Residence at Playwrights Horizon, a Sundance Institute Fellow, Goodman Theatre’s Joyce Arts Fellow, and
Director’s Lab at Lincoln Center Fellow. She was nominated for Best Direction of a Play by the Outer Critics
Circle (“The Light,” MCC Theater) and won Broadway World’s 2019 Outstanding Play Production for the
World Premiere of “America V. 2.1: The Sad Demise and Eventual Extinction of the American Negro”
(Barrington Stage). Vaughn was the associate artistic director of Ojai Playwrights Conference for four
seasons and was the associate director of the First National Broadway Tour of “Ain’t Too Proud -The Life
and Times of the Temptations.”

Playwright Eboni Booth is a writer and actor from New York City. She won the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for
Drama for her play “Primary Trust.” Her play “Paris” had its premiere at the Atlantic Theater Company.
“Paris” was performed as a Script in Hand playreading at Westport Country Playhouse last year. Her work
has been developed with Ojai Playwrights Conference, Cape Cod Theater Project, WP Theater, Two River
Theater, Clubbed Thumb, and Northern Stage. As an actress, she has appeared in productions at
Playwrights Horizons, Manhattan Theater Club, and more. Booth is a resident playwright at New Dramatists
and a recipient of a Steinberg Playwright Award, a Helen Merrill Award for Playwriting, and a John Gassner
Award. She is a graduate of Juilliard’s playwriting program and the University of Vermont.

Creative team includes Jack Magaw, set design; Ari Fulton, costume design; Jonah Bobilin, lighting
design; Andrea Allmond, sound design and original music; Michael Salvatore Commendatore, projections
design; Hannah F. Tarr, props supervisor; Anissa Felix, assistant director; Erin Gioia Albrecht, stage
manager; and Savanha Moore, assistant stage manager.

Performance schedule is Tuesday at 7 p.m., Wednesday at 2 and 7 p.m., Thursday at 7 p.m., Friday at 8
p.m., Saturday at 3 and 8 p.m., and Sunday at 3 p.m. (No Wed. or Sat. matinees during preview week).
Special series include Taste of Tuesdays (Apr. 14), Pride Night (Apr. 16), Opening Night (Apr. 18), Sunday
Symposium (Apr. 19), Backstage Pass (Apr. 22), Together at the Table (Apr. 26), Open Captions (Apr. 26),
and Thursday TalkBack (Apr. 30).

Single tickets start at $50 and are subject to change based upon availability. Buy early for best prices. For
information on special offers, including discounts for students, senior citizens, educators, military, first
responders, Indigenous peoples, professional playwrights, and groups, as well as options for pay-what-you-
will and library passes, visit www.westportplayhouse.org/visit/box-office/. Running time is approximately 90
minutes; no intermission. Appropriate for age 13 and up.

2026 Programming and Season Sponsor is Barbara Streicker. 2026 Media sponsors are Moffly Media and
WSHU Public Radio. 2026 Opening Night Sponsor is RDM Financial Group at Hightower. Production Patron
is RBC Wealth Management. Westport Country Playhouse is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

For full details on “Primary Trust,” visit: https://www.westportplayhouse.org/show/primary-trust/

WESTPORT COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE
25 POWERS COURT WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE T (203) 227-5137 | BOX OFFICE T (203) 227-4177
westportplayhouse.org


http://www.westportplayhouse.org/visit/box-office/
https://www.westportplayhouse.org/show/primary-trust/

The final production in the Playhouse’s 2025-26 Season will be “Agatha Christie’s The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd,” newly adapted for the stage by Mark Shanahan in association with Agatha Christie Ltd., from the
novel by Agatha Christie, directed by Mark Shanahan, July 14 — August 1.

A complete schedule of Playhouse events is available at westportplayhouse.org. All play titles, artists, dates,
and times are subject to change.

For Westport Country Playhouse information and tickets, visit westportplayhouse.org or call the box office at
(203) 227-4177, toll-free at 1-888-927-7529. Stay connected to the Playhouse on Facebook (Westport
Country Playhouse), Instagram (wcplayhouse), and YouTube (WestportPlayhouse). Westport Country
Playhouse is located at 25 Powers Court, off Route 1, Westport.
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