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Westport Country Playhouse Announces Return to In-Person 
Productions This Fall, Culminating 2021 Season 
 
“We simply cannot wait to welcome you back,” said Managing Director Michael 
Barker on the Playhouse’s imminent reopening for live theatrical productions 
 
 
Westport Country Playhouse announces that in-person theatrical productions will resume this fall with a 
live staging of the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-winning drama, “Doubt: A Parable,” playing November 
2 through November 20. In addition, the play will be filmed before a live audience for on-demand 
streaming at home. “Doubt” is written by John Patrick Shanley and directed by David Kennedy, 
Playhouse associate artistic director. 
 

“Following the close of our 2019 season of plays, no one could have predicted that we would not 
produce a play on our stage in the presence of an audience until 23 months later,” said Michael Barker, 
Playhouse managing director. “For more than a year, we have produced online, outdoors, and on the 
radio, providing theatrical and educational programming for our immediate community and audiences 
around the world. Recently, we returned to the theater with comedy and cabaret performances, a toe in 
the waters of normalcy. 
 
“Now we are back with one of the finest examples of modern American drama, beautifully produced on 
our stage in the presence of a living, breathing audience,” added Barker. ‘We simply cannot wait to 
welcome you back for ‘Doubt’!”  
 
Earlier this year, the Playhouse announced an all-virtual 2021 season when pandemic safety concerns 
prevented producing a live show. Easing guidelines at federal, state, and local levels, as well as those 
of theatrical unions, has opened the door to live theater. As of July 28, 2021, all Playhouse visitors must 
provide proof of their Covid-19 vaccination to attend any performance or event at the Playhouse. In 
addition, all visitors, volunteers, and staff are required to wear a mask (unless part of the performance). 
For updates on Covid-19 health and safety protocols at the Playhouse, please visit 
westportplayhouse.org/visit/covid19safety/   

 
The Playhouse’s 2021 season also includes two HD video productions from the Playhouse archives 
streaming on-demand: the musical, “Man of La Mancha” (2018), from August 23 through September 5, 
and John Steinbeck’s drama, “Of Mice and Men” (2008), from September 13 through 26. Both 
productions are directed by Mark Lamos, Westport Country Playhouse artistic director. All virtual 
content in the Playhouse’s 2021 season will be available on demand for patrons’ convenience, with 
captions in both English and Spanish translation. The complete schedule of 2021 Playhouse events is 
listed at:  https://www.westportplayhouse.org 
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The 2021 season is generously supported by the Eunice and David Bigelow Foundation. 2021 season 
Media Sponsors are Moffly Media and WSHU Public Radio. The production of “Doubt: A Parable” is 
sponsored by the Eunice and David Bigelow Foundation, and Judy and Scott Phares. 
 
All play titles, artists, dates, and formats are subject to change.   

 
To purchase tickets, visit westportplayhouse.org, call the box office at (203) 227-4177, or email 
boxoffice@westportplayhouse.org. Stay connected to the Playhouse on Facebook (Westport Country 
Playhouse), follow on Twitter (@WCPlayhouse), and on YouTube (WestportPlayhouse).  

 
ABOUT WESTPORT COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE 
 
Founded in 1931, Westport Country Playhouse is celebrating its 90th anniversary year. The mission of 
Westport Country Playhouse is to enrich, enlighten, and engage the community through the power of 
professionally produced theater of the highest caliber and the welcoming experience of the Playhouse 
campus.  The not-for-profit Playhouse provides this experience in multiple ways by offering live theater 
experiences of the highest quality, under the artistic direction of Mark Lamos; educational and 
community engagement events to further explore the work on stage; the New Works Initiative, a 
program dedicated to the discovery, development, and production of new live theatrical works; special 
performances and programs for students and teachers with extensive curriculum support material; 
Script in Hand play readings to deepen relationships with audiences and artists; the renowned 
Woodward Internship Program during the summer months for aspiring theater professionals; Family 
Festivities presentations to delight young and old alike and to promote reading through live theater; 
youth performance training through Broadway Method Academy, Westport Country Playhouse’s 
resident conservatory program; and the beautiful and historic Playhouse campus open for enjoyment 
and community events year-round.  Charity Navigator has recently awarded its top 4-star charity rating 
to the Playhouse in recognition of its strong financial health and commitment to accountability and 
transparency. 
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