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Westport Country Playhouse Presents “Ailey Il: The Next Generation
of Dance” on Thursday, September 24

Westport Country Playhouse will present “Ailey II: The Next Generation of Dance,” on Thursday,
September 24, at 7 p.m. Ailey Il, the second company of Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, is
universally renowned for merging the spirit and energy of the country’s best early-career dance talent with
the passion and creative vision of today’s most outstanding and emerging choreographers.

“This season, Ailey Il continues to embody the bold and fearless spirit of the next generation of dance
while honoring the legacy that brought us here,” said Francesca Harper, Ailey Il artistic director. “l am
thrilled for audiences to experience the passion and artistry of these 12 extraordinary dancers.”

For the 2026-27 touring season, Ailey Il welcomes back dancers Kamani Abu, Jada Ammons, Christian
Butts, Adanna Smalls, and Eric J. Vidafia—along with seven new dancers: Julie Colotroc, Daijia Monag,
Vic E. Davis, Jaydin Javier De Jesus, Michelle Osanya, Jalyn Postadan, and Dominic A. Roberts.

Ailey II’'s repertory at Westport Country Playhouse includes Artistic Director Francesca Harper’s In the
Moment, a meditation on presence, transformation, and the profound impact of being truly seen; Ronald
K. Brown and Arcell Cabuag’s Open Door, an enlivening work set to recordings by Arturo O’Farrill & the
Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra; and Alvin Ailey’s Night Creature, a bubbly champagne cocktail of a dance, a
perfect fusion of Mr. Ailey’s buoyant choreography and Duke Ellington’s sparkling music.

Founded in 1974 as a bridge between The Ailey School and the professional dance world, Ailey Il
embodies Alvin Ailey’s pioneering mission to establish an extended cultural community that provides
dance performances, training, and community programs for all people. Ailey Il flourished into one of the
most popular dance companies in the country under the leadership of Sylvia Waters from 1974-2012,
combining a rigorous touring schedule with extensive community outreach programs. With artistic director
Francesca Harper at the helm, Ailey Il is forging a new path for modern dance—one that’s inclusive,
experimental, and transformative. For more information, visit ailey.org/aileyii.

Tickets are $75, $80. For full details, visit: https://www.westportplayhouse.org/show/ailey-ii-the-next-
generation-of-dance/

“Ailey II” Production Sponsors are Judy and Scott Phares, and Adam Clemens. 2026 Programming and
Season Sponsor is Barbara Streicker. Media sponsors are Moffly Media and WSHU Public Radio.
Westport Country Playhouse is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization.

A complete schedule of Playhouse events is available at westportplayhouse.org. All play titles, artists,
dates, and, times are subject to change.
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For Westport Country Playhouse information and tickets, visit westportplayhouse.org or call the box office
at (203) 227-4177, toll-free at 1-888-927-7529. Stay connected to the Playhouse on Facebook (Westport
Country Playhouse), Instagram (wcplayhouse), and YouTube (WestportPlayhouse). Westport Country
Playhouse is located at 25 Powers Court, off Route 1, Westport.
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