WESTPORT COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE

NEWS RELEASE

Contact: Patricia Blaufuss, Public Relations Manager
(203) 227-5137 x197 | (203) 571-1287 | pblaufuss@westportplayhouse.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 3, 2026

Westport Country Playhouse Presents “Ari Axelrod: My Year in
Anatevka” on Tuesday, September 15

Axelrod returns to the Playhouse with a concert celebrating the beloved musical
“Fiddler on the Roof” and its enduring themes.

Westport Country Playhouse will present “Ari Axelrod: My Year in Anatevka,” on Tuesday, September 15,
at 7 p.m. After previous sold-out concert performances at the Playhouse, the internationally acclaimed,
award-winning performer returns with a warm, funny, and deeply moving love letter to the musical,
“Fiddler on the Roof.”

Over the course of a single year, Ari Axelrod performed in three productions of “Fiddler on the Roof”
across three states, portraying six different characters—from fathers to sons, dreamers to skeptics, a
milkman, a tailor, and even a priest.

Axelrod’s year in “Fiddler on the Roof” began just days after October 7, 2023. “As the Jewish world reeled
from unimaginable loss, ‘Fiddler’ ceased to be simply a classic musical,” said Axelrod. “Night after night,
its themes of tradition, identity, displacement, resilience, and hope took on new and urgent meaning.”

Featuring songs from the “Fiddler on the Roof” score, behind-the-scenes stories from all three of
Axelrod’s productions, and music inspired by “Fiddler's” unforgettable characters—including songs that
never made it to Broadway—“My Year in Anatevka” traces Axelrod’s unexpected journey through a
musical that suddenly felt less like history and more like a mirror.

The Jewish Week awarded Axelrod the prestigious "36 To Watch Award," recognizing him as one of the
36 most influential Jews in the United States. His multi-award-winning show, "A Place for Us: A
Celebration of Jewish Broadway," has been performed to sold-out audiences around the world, including
such historic venues as Westport Country Playhouse, Baystreet Theatre, and Birdland Jazz Club.
Theatrical credits include: Paper Mill Playhouse, North Shore Music Theatre, Lexington Theatre
Company, NAMT, Shabbat on Broadway, and The York Theatre Company. He received the 2022 Bistro
Award for Best Theatrical Artistry in Song and the Mabel Mercer Foundation’s Julie Wilson Award. His
critically acclaimed album “A Place for Us: A Celebration of Jewish Broadway” is available for purchase
and on all streaming platforms. ariaxelrod.com

Tickets are $30, $40, and $50. Running time is approximately 90 minutes with no intermission. For full
details, visit: https://www.westportplayhouse.org/show/ari-axelrod-my-year-in-anatevka/

2026 Programming and Season Sponsor is Barbara Streicker. Media sponsors are Moffly Media and
WSHU Public Radio. Westport Country Playhouse is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization.
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A complete schedule of Playhouse events is available at westportplayhouse.org. All play titles, artists,
song selections, dates, and times are subject to change.

For Westport Country Playhouse information and tickets, visit westportplayhouse.org or call the box office
at (203) 227-4177, toll-free at 1-888-927-7529. Stay connected to the Playhouse on Facebook (Westport
Country Playhouse), Instagram (wcplayhouse), and YouTube (WestportPlayhouse). Westport Country
Playhouse is located at 25 Powers Court, off Route 1, Westport.
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